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was contained the following message: "Hold out for a few
more hours. Franco is coming to your rescue.'7
The heliograph of Tifarauin palpitated with hope: "If
Franco is coming, we shall hold out. Long live Spain!"
Franco planned the operation with the absolute certainty of
carrying it out successfully. He studied the terrain for many
hours, and finally ordered that the troops take up posts in
distant and dangerous parts of the position and seemingly
seriously exposed. Those who were listening seemed not to
understand him. But Franco, with a resolution that allowed
no reply, said to them, "Be on your guard} and in a few hours
you will have the entire enemy within reach of your rifles. I
am going to attack them from the rear."
Everything happened as the Commander of the Legion
had anticipated. Tifarauin was left free of pressure, and the
enemy were decimated in their flight. The besieged re-
covered their liberty. Major Beorlegui was one of the first to
enter the position. He carried in his hands a water-melon, to
appease the thirst of the unconquerables of Tifarauin,
General Fernandez Perez, in speaking of the participation
of Franco in the operations at Melilla, said:                 '
"His extraordinary ability to lead troops commands atten-
tion. . . . He excels in the fulfilment of duty, and takes the
initiative with certainty and assurance when the circum-
stances demand it, which are clear proofs of his worth, his
attainments, and his sense of responsibility.
"Despite his youth, he has a cool, calm mind, is calculat-
ing in his decisions, and is calm in action, combining admir-
ably these qualities, so valuable to a commanding officer,
with his bravery, which leads him to examine operations
from dangerous positions in order to base his decisions on
personal observations, always well founded and in keeping
with the exigencies and purposes of this war which he
knows so well.